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PROPRIETARY CLAIMS. and for a course of many years have defrauded the set- 
m GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA, | tlers of large sums of money, to which in justice and 
Monday, April 5th, 1779 good conscience they were not €ntitled. 
, > 2 


4. Resolved, That the re-establishment of the powers 
THE answers of the Chief Justice to the questions | and claims of the heirs of the said William Penn, as 


propounded to him on the 27th of March last, were | they have been exercised both in property and govern- 
read the second time, and thereupon ment until the present happy revolution, would be ut- 
Ordered, That they be printed in the German and | terly subversive of the rights, safety, and happiness of 
English Newspapers, together with the said questions, | the good people of this state, and dangerous to civil 
and the report of the Committee on the claims of the | liberty in general, as evidently tending to revive and 
late Proprietaries. Extract from the Minutes, confirm an unwarrantable aristocrati¢al power and in: 
JOHN MORRIS, Junior, fluence within this state, inconsistent with its true inter- 

Clerk of the General Assembly, | est, and therefore not to be admitted in a government 


‘The report of the Committee is as follows: founded upon equal liberty and the ny of the 


eople. 

THE Committee appointed to examine into the : 3 Whereas the safety and happiness of the people 
claims of the late Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, and | jg the fundamental law of society, and it has been thé 
report wherein they are incompatible with the happi- practice and usage of the states most celebrated for 
ness, liberty and safety of the good people of this state, | their freedom and police, to control or abolish all claims 
and prepare and offer to the House for consideration | of power and interest inconsistent with their safety and 
suitable resolutions for remedying the evils arising from | welfare, that might have been exercised within thé 
the said claims, in manner, form, and substance most | same by any of their subjects. And whereas it is the 
conformable to, and consistent with, equity and justice, | right and duty of their Representatives to assume the 
having met in pursuance of the said directions, and af- | direction and management of such interest and property 
ter a considerable time spent in debate on these sub- 


jects, have unanimously agreed to the following reso- | ee ee en ee 
2 


‘ advantage. Upon thi table and precedented 
lutions, which they beg leave to recommend to the cae . a ee RET ee 


House. , Resolved, That all the estate heretofore deemed or 
1. Resolved, That it plainly appears from the Char- | taken to be a part of the grant made by Charles the 


ter granted to William Penn, dated the 4th of March, | Second to Williarn Penn or his heirs, or to which they 


1689, by King Charles the Second, that the said grant | or any of them were entitled, or whereof they were 
being made as well for the enlargement of the English | seized ot possessed as Proprietaries of Pennsylvania on 
empire, the promotion of trade, the advancement of 


my] 4 ‘ the 4th of July, 1776, by virtue of any grant, descent; 
civil society, and the propagation of the Gospel, as for | devise, or purchase, of what nature, kind, or quality so- 
the particular benefit of the said William Penn and his | ever, (other than the quit-rents arising from lands allot- 
heirs, it was and ought to be considered as containing a | ted to servants at the end of their servitude, and the re- 

ublic trust, for the benefit of those who should settle | seryed lands known by the names of Proprietaries 
in the state of Pennsylvania, coupled with a particular | Tenths or Manors, and such purchases as may have 
interest accruing to the said William Penn and his heirs, been made by them or either of them ‘in their private 
but in its very nature and essence subject and subordi- | sight or capacity) shall be for ever hereafter vested in 
nate to the great and general purposes of society men- | the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the use and be- 
tioned in the said grant. 


nefit of the inhabitants thereof, to be disposed of, regu- 
2. Resolved, That by the conditions and concessions | lated, and conducted as this or any future Assembly of 
made by the said William Penn, to and with the settlers 


this state shall hereafter direct. 
and planters in the then province of Pennsylvania, it! 6. Forthe weil ordering the said interest, and doing 


clearly appears that the general rights of the settlers, | justice to the citizens of this state, who may have right 
and the particular interests of the said William Penn | depending and not fully compleated, to lands within 

and his heirs, were defined and ascertained; the latter | this state; 
consisting in a grant of quit-rents arising from lands al- | Resolved, That Commissioners be appointed, who 
lotted to servants at the end of their servitude, and a | shall hold a Board, to be éalled the Board of Property, 
right to reserve by lot in one place ten thousand acres which shall be vested with full power to demand, re- 
of land, for the benefit of himself and heirs, in every | ceive, and collect all papers, books, records, maps, 
one hundred thousand acres in the province, which | draughts, surveys, and other papers, ow in the pos- 
have heen since known and called by the name of the | session of the said Proprietaries, or any persons hereto- 
Proprietary Tenths or Manors, the remainder being | fore holding offices under them, touching, or in any 
considered as a trust in him for the benefit of the set: | wise respecting, the administration or management o 
tlers. the lands within this state; And also to be vested with 
3. Resolved, That the said Proprietaries, by receiving | power to grant patents, confirm suspended titles, under 
quit-rents and imposing terms for the payment of mo- ja Seal of Office to be by them devised, to appoint De- 
ney by the settlers upon land (other than their own ior Surveyors in each county, (the Surveyor General 
tenths or manors) have violated the original charter {and Receiver General being appointed by Council) and 
and concessions on which the good people of Pennsyl- | such other officers as may be necessary, and to receive 
vania were induced to become settlers, have usurped a | such moneysas may hereafter arise froin the sale of the 
— inconsistent with their own original conditions, lands within this state that are not yet surveyed or lo- 
ou. X. 15 cated. 
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7. Rssolved, That all quit-rents heretofore reserved | time the south side of Delaware was held by the Dutch 


by the Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, other than the 

quit-rents before-mentioned, being badges of slavery, 

and reserved without any just authority, shall be abol- 

ished, and be no longer demanded of the free citizens 

of this state. 

The questions proposed to the Chief Justice were the 
following: 

Had Charles the Second, King of England, autho- 
rity to convey the lands described in the Charter of 
Pennsylvania ? 

Was the grant to William Penn an absolute one; or 
is he and his Representatives to be considered as 
trustees, and in what manner? 

Is the operation of the concessions to be confined to 
the original purchasers, who were parties to it, or is it 
to be taken asa general and binding agreement on Wil- 
liam Penn and his heirs, of which all subsequent pur- 
chasers were to claim benefit ? 

Ifthe datter—then whether by the said concessions 
the said William Penn had a right to the tenth of the 
land as well as purchase money and quit-rents from the 
first purchasers; and whether the said concessions re- 
strained him from reserving a tenth, as purchases were 
made from the Indians, and from selling the rest on such 
terms as the purchasers and he should agree on? 

Are the quit-rents to be considered as a provision for 


until the 1st October, 1664, when it was surrendered to 
Sir Robert Carr for his Royal Highness James Duke of 
York, &c. on articles of capitulation. A war broke out 
with the States General in 1672, and the latter retook 
the whole country in August, 1673; but there was a 
treaty of peace at Westminster on the 9th of February, 
1674, by the sixth article of which the whole was again 
restored to the English. The Duke of York, to remove 
_ all controversy respecting his property, ohtained a new 

patent from King Charles the Second, dated the 29th of 

June, 1674, for all the lands contained in his first grant 
_of the 12th March, 1664, The Dutch had, during the 
) time they governed the country, purchased large tracts 
_ of land from the Indian proprietors; and their Directors 
|and Deputy Directors, as well as Governors, Deputy 
| Governors, and the County Courts, under the Duke of 
York, had granted considerable quantities of land to 
the inhabitants on the south side of Delaware, as far up 
the river as Upland, now called Chester, and above it, 











reserving a quit-rent of a bushel of wheat for every 
hundred acres, before the date of the Royal Charter for 
Pennsylvaniato William Penn, Esquire. 

At the time of the grant of Pennsylvania, to wit, the 
4th of March, 1681 (new stile) the lands therein com- 
prised do not appear to have been claimed by or under 
any power in Europe, except the King of England. 





the support of government; or are they to be consider-| These facts seem necessarily to be stated previous to 
edas reservations resulting from the nature of the estate | a direct answer to the question. 
which William Penn had in the soil, and were they le- Under these circumstances then, I think, Charles the 
gally reserved ? Second had (jure corone) authority to convey the 
Had the heirs of William Penn the right of pre-emp- | lands isiinel in the Charter of Pennsylvania; ex- 
tion of all the lands within the boundaries of the state, | cepting such parts as he had before granted to the 
and yet unpurchased from the Indians; or did he lose | Duke of York, or were held under him, or by or under 
that with the right of government? the Indian proprietors; these exceptions must be allow- 
The answer of the Chief Justice is as follows: ed, unless the absurd doctrine, that the Pagans or Hea- 
It is with the utmost reluctance I undertake to an- | then had no right to any lands, is admitted; but the 
swer the questions propounded to me by the Honour- | words of the Charter, in the preamble, ‘‘ not yet culti- 
able the House of Assembly, on account of my being a | vated or planted,” omitting dy any Christians, imply a 
Member of the General Assembly of the Delaware | contrary opinion, both in the grantor and grantee. 
State, where some of the like nature will probably be | Answer tothe second question. 
soon agitated; also, because I cannot have the benefit| It rather appears to me, that the grant to William 
of consulting my brother Judges, but more particularly | Penn is an absolute one; in favour of which opinion the 
on account of the vast magnitude of the subject, the | 17th section of the Charter (to mentionno other) seems 
short time allowed to me, and my great diffidence in my | to be very strong and pointed. The interest of the 


own abilities; however, as it is the request of the House, | grantee, and his heirs, seems to have been so connected 


I shall waive every other consideration, and give the | with the settlement of the province and the enlarging 
best answers in my power. 


| the English empire, raising useful commodities, &e. 
Answer to the first question. 


| that the first could not be much promoted without the 
It seems to have been the law of nations, that what- | latter; and all grants of this kind, which have come to 


ever vacant, waste, or uncultivated country is discovered, | my knowledge, particularly that to Lord John Berkley 
shall belong to that Prince who had been at the charge | and Sir George Carteret for Nova Czsaria, or New 
of the discovery. Henry the Seventh, on the Sth of | Jersey, and that to Lord Baltimore for Maryland, ap- 
March, in the eleventh year of his reign, had commis- | pear to have been absolute, and intended for the bene- 


sioned John Cabot, and his three sons, to sail in quest | fit and to advance the fortunes of the grantees and their 
of unknown lands, and to annex them to the Crown of | heirs. 


England; with this clause, which before this time, have Answer to the third question. 

been unknown to all Christians. This John Cabot, with | ‘The clearest construction I can form of the condi- 
his son, Sebastian, in their second voyage in the year | tions or concessions,dated 11th July, 1681, is, that they 
1497, are said first to have discovered that part of | were confined to the adventurers and purchasers at 
America, which lies on the North East of the Conti- | that time. This construction is founded not only on the 
nent, from the south of Labrador, as far as Cape Flori- | title of the conditions, &c. which are said to be agreed 
da. Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in the year 1608 | upon by the Proprietary and Governor, ‘‘and those 
under a commission from King James the First, discov- | who are the adventurers, &c.” in the present tense, 
ered more particularly Long Island, New York, and the | but from the natural import of several of the articles 
river which still bears his name, andalso Delaware Bay, | thereof. 

and afterwards sold his right to the Dutch, who settled Answer to the fourth question. 

on each side of Delaware, and in the year 1623 erected | Though more than one Assembly have insinuated or 
a fort on the east side, called Nassaw. ‘The Swedes ap- | asserted, that the quit-rents were intended for the sup- 
pear to have taken possession of the south side of Del- | port of government, yetas this is not evidenced by any 
aware in 1638, and to have held it under Peter Minuit, | law or instrument in writing or act whatsoever assented 
Governor under the Queen of Sweden, until 1651, | to by William Penn, Esquire, the first Proprietor, or 
when the Dutch built Fort Casimir, now Newcastle. | by any of his heirs; as nothing of the sort is mentioned 
Risingh, the then Governor under Christina, Queen of | in any of the deeds or patents, wherein the same are re- 
Sweden, afterwards retook Casimir; but his successor, | served; as they have ever been applied to that use for 
Suen Scutz, surrendered it and the country to Stuyve- | near a century, but always received and considered as 
sant, the Dutch Governor of New York, &c. the 16th! private property; and as all the other Proprietaries in 
September, 1655, on articles of capitulation. Fromthis America, under Charters of the like kind, have reserv- 
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ed, received, and appropriated the quit-rents to their 
own private uses, I am of opinion, that these quit-rents 
are to be considered at this day as reservations resulting 
from the nature of the estate, which William Penn had 
in the soil, and that as Lord Mesne he could legally re- 
serve them. 

Answer to the last question. 

Many historians and writers on this subject, have 
been of opinion, that a Charter or grant, like that for 
Pennsylvania, gave a right or pre-emption to the 
grantee, and was good against all persons but the Indian | 
or native proprietors and occupiers. Indeed it seems 
to have been necessary for the public weal that this 
right should be vested in the person or persons, who 
had the government of the country, the holding treaties 
with independent Princes or nations for any purpose 





whatsoever being an act of sovereignty, and the great- 

est danger of an Indian war being to be apprehended 

from the frauds and injustice which private persons 

might be tempted to commit, were they permitted to 

purchase as they pleased. Besides, to prevent their 

frequent selling the same lands, and many other causes 

of controversy, it is expedient that the bargain with In- 

dians should be made with the rulers of the state, and 

that it should be attended with considerable solemnity. 

For these or such reasons this right might be supposed 

to be granted to William Penn, Esquire, by the Char- 

ter, as he was vested with the whole of the Executive 

and a moiety of the Legislative Power over all English 

subjects within the limits of the then province. Be that 

as it may, an exclusive right of purchasing land from 

the natives was granted to him by act of Assembly in 

1705. But upon the whole, as every power of govern- 

ment in the heirs of William Penn ceased by the late | 
revolution, I rather think that they have no right of| 
pre-emption, or of purchasing ut all from the Indian na- | 
tions, in fature, any lands lying within the boundaries 

of Pennsylvania, but that the same, for the reasons 
above, belongs to the state. 

This opinion is to be considered by the Honourable 
House in a gal and not a political light: And it is 
hoped they will receive it with candour, and excuse | 
any inaccuracies, when they are pleased to reflect that | 
I have had but one day to digest and write it. 


Philadelphia, March 29th, 1779. 
To the Honourable, the House of Assembly 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


| 
THO. MWKEAN, | 2° 


At a public dinner recently given to the Hon. William 
Wilkins, at Pittsburgh, Mr. William Robinson, of the 
borough of Allegheny, made a speech, from which we 
quote the annexed paragraph: 

‘It is distinctly, gentlemen, within my own recollec- 
tion, and Iam yet a young man, when Pittsburgh was 
a frontier village. On the opposite bank of the Alleghe- 
ny, where is now rising the flourishing town to which so 
kind a reference has been made, there stood but one soli- 
tary cabin, in the vast forest between it and the shores of 
Lake Erie, not one habitation for civilized man inter- 
vened; one single family comprised the whole popula- 
tion in all that distance, and a little canoe sufficed for 
their conveyance to this shore, either on business, or as 
more than once happened, for protection from the In- 
dians. From the very places whence now arises on yon- 
der shore the busy hum of men, the music of the steam 
engine, and the loud reverberating sound of the forge 
hammer, your humble narrator in the morning of his days 
has listened with fearful apprehension to the shrill and 
appalling sound of the Indian’s whistle, at night fall on 
his charger. Behold the contrast! the unexampled change 
which has taken place. Instead of the fragile bark, a 
ee bridge bestrides the stern and rapid current 

f the Allegheny,connecting a village of many thousand 
souls with this its parent city. Above, a stupendous 

aqueduct bears on its Herculean shoulders another river 
to the bosom of your city.” 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 


Extract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the 
State Capitol—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 


By James Wuieut, Librarian, 
JULY, 1832, 
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Thermometer. Barometer. 
1jSunday 1|70[85,82)79]|29.62)65|66)|29.64/|W 
2|Monday |/74/86|83/81 64/64|/66!| 65//S W 
3/Tuesday ||73/85|82/80]| 63/66/67|| 65/)W 
4; Wednesd!|74/86/82/81 64!67|68 66}|W 
5|Thursd’y ||73|86|82|80|} 63|67/68]/ 66|/S W 
6| Friday 7 2|86182'80 62)66168 65;;SW 
7|Saturday 74'89/85|83|| 63|66/68]|  66||INW 
8'Sunday |/77|83|78|79 64/65/64 64/|S W 
9|Monday ||75/71!70|72|| 61/57/56|| 58||NE 
10) Tuesday ||/66|}73}62/67!| 54/54)56)} 55)/S 
11] Wednesd}/62]70'66'66|| 52)53/53/|} 53/|INW 
12!'Thursd’y!!60!70/67/66]' 50)53\54;! 52)|N W 
13/Friday ||62/72|72/69|| 54/55/52); 54)|IN W 
14)Saturday ||65/75|73|71!] 50|53/53|} 52]/N W 
15\Sunday |'66/74;75/72|| 52/54/56]| 54||N W 
16|Monday |65|77|78)|73|| 53/56/60|| 56)|N E 
17) Tuesday |;70)80/81\77|| 57|57160|| S58\|INW 
18; Wednesd)|70)83|85|79|; 55|58|60\;, 58||S W 
19] Vhursd’y}|/74/83/82/80}} 56/58/60/} 58)/S W 
20/ Friday 73|83}80/79 56/59/59 58]|W 
21)Saturday |/73|83/84/80}| 54/58/s9)| 58!IN W 
| 22/Sunday ||70!74/71|72|| 53/55/55||  S4|IN E 
| 23|Monday ||64!77|75\79||  54:56'57|] 59:1S F 
| 24)'Tuesday ||66|70|75|70\| 54/54)54)| 54/8 E 
25| Wednesd|/66|77|75/73']} 50)53)55 53)(N W 
26) Thursd’y||66|73,73|71}| 50/53|53]| 52|)|N W 
Friday eere 75\73|| 53)54/56]) 541/N 
28| Saturday |/63'76|79175 52154/56]| 541;8 W 
29\Sunday |}70)76|75|74|| 56/56/56] 56)'S 
30|Monday |{66)75|76|72|| 50/53/55|| 5311S W 
31'Tuesday |165!77|76173 | 50!54|57|{ 54||IN W 
Thermometer. | Barometer. 
Maximum on 7th 83°)Max. on the 4th 29.66 in 
Minimum on 11th 66°|Min. on the 12th 29.52 in 
Difference 17°| Difference 14 in 
Mean 76°\Mean 29.58 in 
Days of the Month. Wind. 
27th, 1 day N 
9, 22, 16, Sdays NE 
23, 24, 2days SE 
10, 29, 2 days S 
2, 5, 6, 8, 18, 19, 28, 7 days SW 
1, 3, 4, 20, 4 days Ww 
7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 21, 25, 26, 
30 31, 12days NW 


Atmosphere. 

Days of the month. 
1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 
15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23, 





ceed 


Morning. Afternoon. 


27, 28, 30, 31, 18 days Fair Fair 
2, 16, 20, 25, 4days Fair Cloudy 
10, 29, 2days Fair Show’y 
9, 24, 2days Rain Cloudy 
8, 22, 26, 3 days Cloudy Cloudy 
12, lday Cloudy Show’y 
11, lday Fair Rain 








On the 7th at noon, thermometor at 89° the high- 
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YELLOW FEVER IN PHILADEDPHIA IN 1793. 
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est. On the 12th in the morning, at 60° the lowest. 


Range 29°. 


On the 4th in the evening, barometer at 29.68 inch- | 
es, the highest. On the 12th in the morning, at 29.50, 


the lowest. Range 00.18 inches. 


The wind has heen 5 days east of the meridian; 23 


days west, 1 day north, and 2 south of it. 


24th. 


There was rain on the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 18th, 
24th, and 29th. The heaviest on the 9th, Lith, and 
4 


In our last number, were some notices af occurrences during the Yellow fever of 1793, and 1798. The following 
two tables, appended to the ‘‘ Minutes of the committee” of 1793, will exhibit what portion of the population fled, 


and what remained during the dreadful pestilence of that year: as also, the number of houses, and inhabitants of the 


city and districts, at that period. 


MARKET STREET AND 
NORTH THEREOF, 











Market street, Oct.5, 
Water st. Oct. 5 & 7, 
Front street, Oct. 8, 
Second street, Oct 9, 
Third street, Oct. 10, 
Fourth street, 

Fifth street, Oct. 11, 
Sixth street, 

Seventh street, 
Eighth street, 

Ninth street, Oct. 12, 
Arch street, Oct. 16, 
Race street, 

Vine street, S. side, 
Ellfry’s alley, 
Drinker’s < ag 
Coates’ alley, 

New street, 
Moravian alley, 
Church alley, Oct.19, 
Watkins’s alley, 
Quarry street, 
Cherry alley, 

South alley, 

North alley, 

Sugar alley, 

Stirling alley, 

Crown street, 
Apple-tree alley, 
Cresson’s alley, 
Shiveley’s alley, 
Filbert street, 
Pewter-Platter alley, 
Coombs’s alley, 
Chancery lane, Dec. 2 
Hoffman’s alley, 
Baker’s alley, 
Renner’s alley, 
Branch street, 
Brook’s court, 
Fearris’ alley, 
Groffs’ alley, 
M’Cullough’s alley, 
Mulberry court, 
Priest’s alley, 

Say’s alley, 
Shepperd’s alley, 
Steinmetz’s alley, 
Stiles’ court, 


—— 

















White In-| picks. 


Houses. |. habitants. 

sel ae 

ve 

shut.jop’n| Q 
162) 112) S9 794 
74, 51) 131 281 
103) 62) 126 417 
117} 52) 120 3 
94, 58) 38 465 
53) 44) 42 500 
59} 54) 29 410 
26, 55) 13 353 
22} 26 8 170 
21; 34 3 229 
S| iz 3 75 
91; 90) 92 512 
103) 85 118) 373 644 
24; 31) 37) 81) 167 
14, 45 23) 6 42 
1 1 8 OF 4 
3. S.A we Ss 
36} 20) 46; 92) 180 
10} 11) 37; 26} 50 
isi 63] (3). Sh. 3S 
Ss. ii il) .20 12 
7; _5| 10) 18] 53 
31; 39; 28 99) 268 
§| 10; 2) 15) 69 
6 10) 2 36 70 
2%; 22) 4 79) 148 
4 6 9 138i 41 
4 8 7| 10) 125 
7| 11) 18) 17| §7 
6 18 8 51) 72 
8 22 3} 25] 105 
1 6 1 6| 37 
11} 19} 32) 56) 105 
8| 13} 29) S7| 81 
6 5 9 22) 31 
3; 10 1} 21) 51 
Se ae an 
1 a a ee 
10} 10) 20) 37; 90 
2 2 14 17 
2 4 Ill) 33 
0 5 8 18 
2 10; 6 34 
4 1} 14 0O 
1 a ae 
1 a 2. 
1 5 7| 14 
0 Oo; OF 25 
1 1 7; O 





fled. jrem. |fled. jrem. 
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STATEMENT 
OF THE NUMBER OF HOUSES, DEATHS, &c. 


IN THE RESPECTIVE STREETS, ALLEYS, AND 
COURTS, IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, TAKEN BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE. 


SoutTs or MaRKET 
STREBT. 








55|| Waterstreet, Nov.22,| 88 


27\|Front street, 
39|| Second street, 
22)| ‘Third street, 
26/| Fourth street, 
35|| Fifth street, 
22)/Sixth street, 
34||Seventh street, 
7||Eighth street, 
13||Ninth street, 
2||Penn street, 
47||Chesnut street, 
32/| Walnut street, 
8)|Spruce street, 
0/| Pine street, 
0/| South street, N. side, 
0}| Letitia court, 
0|| Black Horse alley, 
0||Strawberry lane, 
1/|Strawberry alley, 
0|| Elbow lane, 
4/|Beetle’s alley, 
25||Carter’s alley, 
1)|Gray’s alley, 
4||Norris’s alley, 
14/|Dock street, 
0/| Union street, 
0||Cypress alley, 
7||Pear street, 
10|| Lombard street, 
11|| Mifflin’s alley, 
0||Elmsley’s court, 
3|\Laurel court, 
5||Shippen’s alley, 
0|| Willing’s alley, 
0 Blackberry alley, 
7||Carpenter street, 
0||Crooked Billet, 
0 [Gaskell street, 
1! George st.to So’th st. 
0|| Little Water street, 
0|| Lodge alley, 
0|| Reliefalley, 
0|| Stamper’s alley, 
6|| Taylor's alley, 
6/| York court, 
0/| Zachary’s court, 
0|| Patton’s alley, 
0|| Smith’s alley, 


Market st.& northw’ 11781066) 115214627 |7332| 64! 474"South of Market wee 
————————— 











Houses. 
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THE NUMBER OF HOUSES, DEATHS, &c. IN THE RESPECTIVE STREETS, ALLEYS, &c, IN THE 
NORTHERN LIBERTIES AND DISTRICT OF SOUTHWARK. 




































NortuHern LiBeERr- Bipanes. habitants pons, Disrarct or Sovra-| Houses. ‘ 
TIrs,* 3 —_—_—— wanrk.t —_—— = 
hut.op’n| @ {fled. jrem. fled. rem. shut..op’n| 8 
Water street, 8| 17 0 1||Swanson street, 33} 76) 82 
Front street, 59| 118 10} 49||South Penn street, SF 
Second street, 40) 113 _ 3} +38)|Front street, 43] 121) 112 
Third street, 20} 79 0}  1)\Second street, 26} 80) 52 
Fourth street, et 3||Third street, 10} 48) 24 
Fifth street, a+ .F 1; =1)|Fifth street, O| 14 
Seventh street, 3} 21 0| 0/\Cedar st. S. side, 9} 35) 22 
Eighth street, 2} 30 0} 0||Shippen street, 19} 44) 27 
ine st. North side, | 21) 30 10} 8/| Almond street, 15} 26) 14 
Callowhill street, 35| 59 0} 10||Catharine street, 11} 38} 28 
Margaretta street, 0} 7 0} 0/\Christian street, 20} 53} 38 3 
Noble st. or B. lane,} 7| 21 0} 4/|\Church alley, 3} 4 0 
Stillhouse alley, ~ 5| 4 0} 0, Love lane, or P. st. S| 11 
Artillery lane, or D.st. 6| 29 0} 26/| Mary street, 4, 38 0 
Tallman’s alley, 0} 7 0| Ol/Queen street, 10} 21 5 
Green street, 13} 35 0} 6/|Parham’s alley, a 0 
oates’ street, 5} 33 0| 32\|Meade’s alley, 1) il 10 
Brown street, 1} 39 0" 15||German street, 7 38| 3 
Charlotte street, 0} 17 0| 0||Plumb street, 9} 46 4 
Gold street, 1; 4 0} 0}/Moll Fuller’s alley, 0} 8 4 
Budd street, 9| 38 2 0| G\\George street, 7| 16 8 
able lane, 23; 12| 28 1; = 1}Vernon street, 5} 13 0 
oates’ court, . 3| 4 6 0} 0)|Ball alley, 0| 66 3 
St. John’s street, 4| 45) 16 0| 6)|Crab-tree alley, 1; 10 0 
St. Vammany street,) 1) 8) 6 0} 2/\Oak street, __ 9} 10 “Oe _0 
Rowe’s alley, oy 6 6G 0| 0) District of Southw’k,| 239) 742| 527) 1259| 4521|~ 24/234 
Willow street, 5} 13) 7 F|  pilNorthern Liberties, | 302] 822| 546) 1751) 4943) 28| 20s 
he at a ae g| 1||N. Liber. & Southw.| 541/1564|1073) 2990) 9464)" 52) 439 
ey 1S 8l ost col a] o| Mark. st. & Northw'd]1178/1066|1152| 4627| 7332) 64) 474 
ee __*|__“|lsouth of Market st. {1009| 969|1068 4289| 6133| 174| 833 
Total, 302l 822! 546/1751 4943! 28) 2051i Total, 27 28/3599|3293)11906|22929) 290 1746 


* This account was taken between the 8th and 16th of November, 1793. 
+ This account was begun the 22d November, and returned the 28th,1793. 
The average population of the city of Philadelphia, viz. 
Market street and north thereof, - ° 


6.09 persons to house, 


To the southward thereof, - - - - - - 6.07 do. 
Northern Liberties, - - - . - - - 6.64 do, 
District of Southwark, - - - - - - - 6.67 do. 
Of the city and suburbs collectively, ° - - - - 6.348 do. 








HISTORICAL VIEW OF PUNISHMENTS. 


year’s imprisonment, which latter wasinflicted for rape, 
Extracted from an Essay on the Penal Law of Penn- 


to which was likewise superadded, the forfeiture of 
one-third of the offender’s estate. 


sylvania, published by order of the Law Academy of 
Philadelphia in 1827, on whose recommendation it 
was written, ‘‘by Job R. Tyson, Student at Law, and 
‘member of the Law Academy.” 


The merciful character and Christian piety of Wil- 
liam Penn forbad the infliction of severe or oppressive 
punishments. His ‘‘Great Law,” promulgated nearly 
a century and a half ago, presents a delightful picture 
contrasted with the different codes of Europe, even 
now, when the meridian sun of science has dissipated 
much of the mist with which prejudice and bigotry had 
beclouded the understandings of mankind on this sub- 

ect. The only crime capital, by the ‘“‘Great Law,” is 
ing with alive and premeditation, and being acces- 
sary tosuch homicide. He abolished forfeitures and 
deodands in all cases of self murder and death by acci- 
dent. Manslaughter, it is presumable, was punished at 
the discretion of the magistrate, for I know of no other 
construction for the words, ‘‘shall be punished accord- 
ing to the nature and circumstances of the offence.” 

e penalties for adultery were whipping, and one 


Incest and sodom 


were punished with the same forfeiture, but differed in 
the period of confinement; for the former a year’s im- 


prisonment was enjoined, for the latter six months. 


Bigamy and a second conviction of adultery were pun- 


ishable by imprisonment at hard labor for life; the onl 

two instances, I think, in which confinement for life 
was actually imposed. In burglary, were required four- 
fold restitution of the property purloined, and the 
burglar to undergo three months’ imprisonment. The 


punishment of arson was,to restore double the value of 


property destroyed, to suffer imprisonment for one 
year, and corporal chastisement at the discretion of the 
justice in whose county the offence was committed. 
This mild system continued in operation till -William 
Penn’s death in 1718, a period of thirty-five years. 
That these pnnishments were not inadequate to their 
object, is demonstrative from the circumstance of the 
frequent re-enactment of the code,. by the Legislature. 
The reluctance with which they were given up by the 
people, proves their beneficial effects. Perhaps the 
substitution of the sanguinary penalties of the mother 
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country, obtained by the act of 1718, is to be ascribed 
to the panic that seized the Assembly by the jeopardy 
of their ancient privileges;* and the alarm produced 
among the Quakerst by the statute I Geo. 1. which re- 
quires an oath in criminal suits and on induction into 
office. These, together with remonstrances of their 
governor,+ accelerated the surrender of their ancient 
system, and gained their consent for the admission of 
statutes framed by the English Parliament. This act, 
which by Mr. Bradford is called the basis of the cri- 
minal Jaw as it then stood,§ revived, in most instances, 
the laws of England. High treason, and those respect- 
ing the coins, petit treason, murder, robbery, burglary, 
rape, sodomy, mayhem, manslaughter, witchcraft, con- 
juration, arson, and all other felonies, except larce- 
ny, are declared to be punishable according to the 
directions of the statutes of Great Britain, which inflict 
death. This statute, so opposite in regard to penalties 
to the former code, carries with it very little to sustain 
the propriety of Dr. Franklin’s panegyric as to the ex- 
cellence of the laws of the province during the admin- 
istration of Sir William Keith.] 

The next statutes in order of time, worth noticing, 
were those of 1767 and 1772.4 They extended the 
— of death to counterfeiting and uttering counter- 

eit bills of credit, and counterfeiting any gold or silver 

coin. The latter declares that the burning of certain 
public buildings shall be deemed arson, while the for- 
mer takes from arson the benefit of clergy, which, by 
later and sound interpretation of the statute of 1718, 
was judged to be within it.** 

Mr. Bradford, late attorney general of this state, in 
his elegant essay on the subject of the penal code, truly 
remarks,tt+ in reference to the punishments inflicted 
after the laws of Penn: “the severity of our criminal 

_ law is an exotic plant, and not the native growth of 
Pennsylvania. It has been endured, but I believe has 
never been a favourite. The religious opinions of many 
of our citizens were in opposition to it; and as soon as 
the principles of Beccaria were disseminated, they 
found a soil that was prepared to receive them.” 

It is certain that not many years elapsed after those 
convulsions had subsided, consequent upon a change of 

vernment, when the legislature, animated by an in- 
junction contained in ‘*The Plan or Frame of Govern- 
ment,” of the first Constitution,§§ undertook a serious 
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was strained, and that probable presumptive proof must 
be given that the child was born alive. The remainder 
of the statute principally refers to the treatment of con- 
victs, which, with all the subsequent enactments in re- 
lation to the prison, will be reserved for more minute 
examination under our third general division. The pe- 
riod for the continuance of this act was limited to three 
years from the first of November, 1786. 

The following year is highly worthy of record and 
remembrance, by the formation of an association called 
“The Philadelphia Society for alleviating the Miseries 
of Public Prisons,”* to whose indefatigable benevo- 
lence and philanthropic zeal we are greatly indebted 
for the melioration of the penal code, and for those be- 
neficial changes which the penitentiary system has suc- 
cessively undergone since the period under review.t 

The succeeding statute of 27th of March, 1789, so 
far as it relates to penalties for crimes, altered, in very 
few respects, the punishments prescribed by its fore- 
runner. It provides that any felon, escaping from pri- 
son, being pardoned, or having served out the period of 
his sentence, shall, upon asecond conviction for the 
same or any offence which was not capital before the 
act of 1786, suffer death, without benefit of clergy. 

In 1790, the legislature revised the penal system with 
a view to its correction, which was-probably suggested 
by the near expiration of the time limited for the proba- 
tion of the preceding acts; and was, doubtless, quick- 
ened and accelerated by the representations of the so- 
ciety before referred to. The statute commences by 
reciting that remarkable injunction of the constitution 
of 1776,§ which requires a mitigation of penalties. 
The great features of the former statutes are preserved 
in this. The few instances of variation shall be noticed 
under the proper heads, and these principally relate to 
the internal regulation of the prison, It was limited to 
five years from its enactment. 

In the prosecution of the praise-worthy and humane 
reformation which it had undertaken, the legislature 
made another declaration of its will,inregard to crimes, 
in the succeeding year. The act abolished that part of 
the statute of 1718, which extends the statute Jac. I. C. 
12, respecting conjuration. It prescribes the proceed- 
ings in case of contumacy by-standing mute after the 
legal number of challenges are made, provides that the 
trial shall proceed as if the arraigned had pleaded the 


reform. The result of their beneficial labours was the | general issue, thereby disclaiming every tittle of that 
act of 15th September, 1786, by which sodomy, rob- | barbarous law of England, which inflicted a lingering 
bery, and burglary, were punished by the forfeiture of | and most excruciating death by what was called peine 





real and personal estate, and imprisonment at hard la- 
bour not exceeding ten years, at the discretion of the 
court, instead of death. It abrogated the odious op- 
pression of corruption of blood, and forfeiture of estate 
to the commonwealth in case of attainder, except dur- 
ing the life of the offender; declared that no forfeiture 
shall accrue for death by casualty; and that the estate 
of a felo de se shall descend according to the ordinary 
rules of inheritance. 
Among the humane provisions of this statute, two 
iculars must not be omitted:—I1st. That the pun- 
ishment for a variety of offences, not capital, which, by 
the laws in force, were punishable by burning in the 
hand, cutting off the ears,nailing the ear or ears to the 
pillory, placing in the pillory, whipping, or imprison- 
ment for life, shall be Two YEARS IMPRISONMENT AT 
HARD LABOUR, AND A FINE.—2d. That the presumption 
of murder for concealment of the death ofa bastard child 








* Historical Review. 

¢ Bradford’s Enquiry, p. 17 & 18. 

+ Ibid. p. 18. 

§ Ibid. p. 18. 

See Franklin’s Works, 2 vol. p. 60. 

§ See the Acts, 1 Smith, 272. 382, 

** See 1 Smith, 105. 

tt Bradford’s Enquiry, p. 20. 

++ See sections 38 & 39 in 5 Smith, 429. 


| forte et dure. The punishmeut of twenty-one lashes, 
| imprisonment and branding, inflicted by a special act of 
| 1705 for adultery, was commuted for a fine not exceed- 
ing fifty pounds, and imprisonment not exceeding a 
year. Accessaries in all capital felonies, and robbe 
and burglary, may be prosecuted, though the princi- 
pal has eluded justice. 
Hitherto we perceive in each successive statute a 
slow and gradual melioration in the system of criminal 
‘law. One change is only the precursor of another more 
lenient, each step serving to expand the view and open 
a vista for further improvement, Though encircled by 
| the halo of a pure philanthropy, and guided by the be- 
nevolence of that Christian principle which distinguish- 
ed the great innovator of European severity, the illus- 

















* A similar society was instituted in 1776, named 
“The Philadelphia Society for Assisting Distressed Pris- 
oners,” which survived only nineteen months, being 
stopped in its operations by the arrival of the British 
army. Vaux’s Notices, &c. p. 9. 

+ Vaux’s Notices, &c. p. 10. 

+ See their petition to the legislature, in 1789, Vaux’s 
Notices, &c. p. 23, and idem 31. 

§It was not until the 2d of September in this year 
that our present constitution was ratified. See Purdon’s 
Digest, p. 29. 

| 4 Bl. Com. 326. 
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trious Penn, yet our legislature proceeded in this tran- 
scendant work with great caution and circumspection. 
Humanity may have prompted ,them, without delay, to 
divest the penal code of the bloody garments with 
which she was disgraced, but they paused for the polar 
star experience to shed her illumining rays upon their 
efforts. Nearly eight years had elapsed since the pas- 
sage of the statute, which, since the revolution, first as- 
suaged the rigour of parliament enactment; since when 
many additions had been made, extending the prohibi- 
tions of capital and other ignominious inflictions. The 
experiment realised the anticipations and hopes of the 
friends of virtue and mercy. The effects were obvious in 
the diminution of the number of convicts; for in the case 
of burglary, according to the table appended to Mr. Brad- 
ford’s ‘‘Enquiry” in the seven years succeeding the 
statute of 1786, there were nine convictions less than in 
the seven years preceding. And for the same crime, 
during the above period, subsequent to its passage, one 
only was executed for a second offence, under the pro- 
visions of the act of 1789; and during the same period, 
anterior to it, twenty-five were hanged upon the 
gallows! Of sodomy, two instances are noted before, 
and one since the statute; it must be owned, however, 
that robberies had increased, but a greater number 
took place during 1789—90 than in the remaining five 
ears. 
; These facts excited the attention of the constituted 
authorities. Mr. Bradford, at the instance of the go- 
vernor,* in 1793, wrote his ‘*Enquiry,”’ in which he 
descants with much energy, eloquence, and reason, on 


the impolicy of punishing with death. ‘To the result of 


these experiments, ably displayed as they were by Mr. 
Bradford, and perhaps to the irresistable cogency of his 
arguments against the sanguinary punishments then an- 
nexed to a multiplicity of crimes, are we to attribute the 
act of 1794. 

Of this statute suffice it to say, as a general encomium, 
that the spirit of Penn dictated its provisions. By a sin- 
gle stroke the punishment of death was taken away 
rom eight offences; that is to say, high treason, arson, 
rape, murder in the second degree, counterfeiting, or 
uttering and forging, or uttering coin or bank notes, 
mayhem, manslaughter, and a second offence capital, 
previous to 1786, leaving only the crime of ‘‘wilful, 
deliberate, and premeditated killing,” to be punished 
with the deprivaiion of life. These several felonies 
have long confinement annexed to them, part of the 
time to be passed in solitude; and in mayhem, counter- 
feiting and forging, exemplary fines are superadded. 
It abolishes the technical distinction between petit trea- 
son and other kinds of murder. ‘The act of 1718 is re- 
pealed as regards clergyable transgressions, and these 
are declared punishable with imprisonment for not more 
than two years. An offender, whose crime was capital 
in itself before the act of 1786, and rendered for its se- 
cond commission capitally punishable by that of 1789, 
shall suffer incarceration for life. It recognises that 
equitable rule of evidence instituted by the statute of 
1786, in reference to the concealment of the death of 
abastard. The last section expressly repeals all former 
enactments, repugnant to, or supplied by the statute: 

It will be recollected that the important act of 1790 
was to remain in operation five years, which period 


having nearly expired, that of the 5th of April, 1795, 


was passed to continue it three years longer. This is 
entirely a coneurrent statute with the one it continued, 
except thatit softened the severity of whipping prison- 
ers, &c., all which will be more particularly noticed in 
their proper place. Finally, being convinced of the 
wisdom of the reform, so far as it was advanced, the le- 
gislature, in 1799, made so much of the statute of 1790 
as was continued by that of 1795, and the continuing 
act, papiee, 

Thus we arrive at the grand epoch in the history of 





* See preface to that work. 

























the criminal jurisprudence of Pennsylvania. By the 
statute of 1786 three offences, to wit,sodomy, robbery, 
and burglary, were selected from that numerous cata- 
logue of crimes, doomed by the bloody laws of the mo- 
ther country to capital punishment, for a less severe in- 
fliction. The statute of 1789 inflicted death for the re- 
petition of felonies, that were capital before its prede- 
cessor. That of 1790 incorporates and adopts the pro- 
visions of those two acts, but was limited to five years. 
The general commutation of imprisonment, of impri- 
sonment and fine, for death, in murder of the second 
degree, high treason, arson, rape, counterfeiting and 
uttering, or forging and uttering counterfeit gold and 
silver coin or bank notes, mayhem, manslaughter, com- 
mitting a second offence, capital before the 15th Sep- 
tember, 1786, was established by the act of 1794. The 
statute of 1790, with some few alterations respecting 
prison discipline, was continued for three years m 1795, 
both of which were perpetuated in 1799, except where 
the latter repealed the former. 

Now the statute of 1794, regarding only the offences 
left capital by that of 1790, declared that the penalty 
of death was removed from these, except malicious and 
deliberate homicide. Wherefore sodoiny, robbery, and 
burglary, were punished agreeably to the statute of 
1790, which hud a limitation; and if that had not been 
first extended and afterwards made perpetual, these 
crimes, on its expiration, had been capitally punished 
by virtue of the statute of 1718. But this was prevent- 
ed by the passage of the act of 1799, by which all crimes 
known to the law, except murder in the first degree, 
are rendered punishable with imprisonment at hard la- 
bour. These statutes are law at this day. 

A variety of successive penal statutes were enacted, 
regulating minor offences, but being of a restricted na- 
ture, some will be particularly noticed as occasion re- 
quires, when we come to treat of each offence sepa- 
rately; and others, not affecting the great features of 
the criminal code, will be passed over in silence, as not 
coming within the design of the present essay. 


NAVIGATION OF THE DELAWARE. 

During the late session of the legislature,a correspon- 
dence was presented between the Executive of this 
state, and the Governor of New Jersey, in relation to 
the wing dams in the Delaware. In 1814, the subject 
of obstructing the navigation of that river, underwent a 
considerable discussion, and commissioners were ap- 
| pointed by both states, to endeavour to procure a per- 

fect understanding on both sides. As the subject may 
be revived at the next session, we have concluded to 
collect the documents which were presented on the 
former occasions, that the legislature may have at one 
view, all the information which was then elicited. 
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 
IN SENATE, FEBRUARY 17, 1815, 

A motion was made by Mr. Erwin, and Mr. Frailey, 
and read as follows, to wit. 

** Whereas, by an agreement made the twenty-sixth 
of April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, 
between commissioners previously appointed by the 
legislature of the state of New Jersey, and commission- 
ers appointed by the legislature of this state, for the 
purpose of settling the jurisdiction of the river Dela- 
ware, and islands within the same, it is inter alia pro- 
vided and declared, that the river Delaware, from the 
station point or north-west corner of New Jersey north- 
erly, to the place upon the said river, where the circu- 
lar boundary of the state of Delaware toucheth upon 
the same, in the whole length and breadth thereof, is, 
and shall continue to be, and remain a common high- 
way, equally free and open for the use, benefit, and ad- 
vantage of the said contracting parties, which said 
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agreement, and every article, clause, matter and thing, 
therein contained, the said states of New Jersey and this 
state, by acts of their respective legislatures, did fully, 
and amply ratify, and confirm, and declare the same 
shall be, and forever hereafter remain in force agreea- 
bly to the true tenor and extent thereof: And whereas, 
the legislature of the state of New Jersey, by their act, 
entitled ‘an act to enable Daniel W. Coxe, Samuel 
Wright, jun. and Peter T. Smith, his or their heirs or 
assigns, to erect a wing dam in the river Delaware, to 
connect Yard’s island with the main land at Bloomsbu- 
ry,’ passed on the fourth day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hurdred and fifteen, 
have enacted, that it shall, and may be lawful for Da- 
niel W. Coxe, Samuel Wright, jun. and Peter T. Smith, 
or the survivors or survivor of them, his or their heirs 
and assigns, to erect a wing dam in the river Delaware, 
below the mouth of the Assanpink creek, so as to con- 
nect the main land of Bloomsbury with Yard’s island, at 
or near the street in the plan of Bloomsbury, called 
Market strect, and to extend the same upon and along 
the said Island, for the purpose of bringing the waters 
of the Delaware river, for the benefit of such mill, or 
mills,or other water power as shall be hereafter erected 
by the said Daniel W. Coxe, Samuel Wright, jun.and Pe- 
ter T’. Smith, or the survivors or survivor of them, his or 
their heir or assigns,and forever hereafter to use them for 
the purposes aforesaid, and the same to repair, maintain, 
and uphold, thereby legally authorizing and permittin 
the obstructon of the navigation in the bed of the sai 
river Delaware, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the said recited clause of the said agreement en- 
tered into by the states aforesaid, and in direct violation 
thereof: Therefore 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General As- 
sembly met: That viewing the many evil pamengnenres 
likely to result from an infraction of the aforesaid agree- 
ment by the passage of the said act of the legislature of 
the state of New Jersey, not only as it has a tendency, 
by allowing the building or erecting the wing dam with- 
in the bed of the river Delaware as aforesaid, and there- 
by injuring the navigation thereof, but as it has a most 
mischievous tendency in destroying the confidence of 
one state in the declarations solemnly pledged of any 
other state, and that all that public confidence so neces- 
sary tobe preserved for the good understanding and 
transacting the mutual concerns between the different 
states, they do therefore, most solemnly protest against 
the passage and operation of said act and every part 
thereof: and 

Resolved further, That the Governor of this state be 
directed to transmit an authenticated copy of these 
resolutions to the executive of the state of New Jersey, 
in order that the same may be laid before the legislature 
thereof. 


Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Harnisnoure, February 21, 1815. 
Srm—I transmit to your excellency a copy of a reso- 
lution, this day adopted by the legislature of this state; 
its importance and the peculiar delicacy of its nature, 
will, I trust, procure it due consideration. Permit me 
to add, my desire to that of the body from which it 
emanated, that it be with the least possible delay laid 
before the legislature of New Jersey. 
I have the honour to be, with great respect, 
Your excellency’s obedient serv’t. 
SIMON SNYDER. 
His Excellency the Governor of 
New Jersey. 


New Jersey. 


Trextox, February 27, 1815. 
Sra—tI have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your excellency’s letter of the 21stinst. with the resolve 


of the legislature of your state of the same date there- 
with transmitted; as the subject matter of your commu- 
nication, from its delicate nature, calls for immediate 
attention, it is unfortunate that the legislature of this 
state adjourned before it was received, and also that 
it is not expected to be in session before October 
next. 

Whatever may be the effect of the law complained 
of, Iam perfectly satisfied that the legislature of New 
Jersey never intended to violate their agreement made 
with the commonwealth of Pennsylvania; while the 
bill was under discussion, witnesses were examined at 
the bar of the house of assembly, in the presence of 
both houses, as to the effect it would have on the navi- 
gation of the river Delaware; this examination termi- 
nated in a conviction that the wing dam in question 
would not injure the navigation of the river. 

Entertaining an apprehension that the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, have not been fully and correctly inform- 
ed of all the circumstances in respect to the object and 
effect of this law, and desirous of continuing the har- 
mony of two states, connected together, as well by the 
ties of interest, as the obligations of honour, I take the 
liberty of suggesting to your excellency for the consi- 
deration of the legislature of Pennsylvania, the pro- 
priety of appointing a commissioner to view the situa- 
tion of the river and the adjacent country, on which 
the law complained of is intended to operate; although 
a similar appointment cannot be made on the part of 
New Jersey, the legislature not being in session, yet 
on notice, I will myself readily meet your commis- 
sioner, and afford him all the information in my power. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 
Your excellency’s obedient serv’t. 
WILLIAM S. PENNINGTON. 
His Excellency Simon Syxxven, Esa. 





EXTRACT FROM GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


I transmit, also, copies of a correspondence between 
William Mitchell and John Ross, Esqs. commissioners 
appointed under a resolution passed by the last legis- 
lature, and the Governor of New Jersey, relative to a 
supposed infringement by that state of a compact here- 
tofore entered into, between said government and Penn- 
sylvania, for securing to the citizens of both states the 
benefit of an unobstructed and frée navigation of the 
river Delaware. This correspondence is accotnpanied 
as well by a draught of that part of the river, where ob- 
struction is contemplated to be created, as by the result 
generally, {rom the execution of what is commanded 
by the said resolution, in a report made and signed by 
said commissioners, dated January 16, 1816. 

SIMON SNYDER. 

Marrisburg, February 13, 1816. 


To his excellency, Simon Sxrpen, Esq. Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


S1n,—The undersigned, commissioners appointed by 
your excellency, the 15th day of March, 1815, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
passed the 15th day of March, in the same year, to view 
in conjunction with the governor of New Jersey, that 
part of the river Delaware in which a wing-dam is au- 
thorized to be erected by an act of the legislature of 
New Jersey, passed the 4th day of February 1815, and 
to cause an accurate survey of that part of the river to 
be made, and to return the same to your excellency, to- 

ether with their opinion whether the contemplated 
ewill be such an obstruction to the navigation and 
free use of the river Delaware as in any degree to vio- 
late or infringe the agreement entered into on the 26th 
day of April 1783, between the commissionersappoint- 
ed by the legislatures of the states of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, have the honour to report: 
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have, in conjunction with the governor of | If that part of the river contemplated to be dammed 

Pk viewed Saneeit of the river Toews in | has been accustomed to be navigated, the legislature of 
which a wing-dam is authorized to be erected by an act | New Jersey have no right, without the consent of Penn- 
of the legislature of New Jersey, passed the 4th day of | sylvania, to say it shall in future not be navigated, or if 
February, 1815, and have caused an accurate survey to navigated, it shall be in a different manner or upon dif- 
be made of the same, which is herewith returned, iden- | ferent terms from what it has been accustomed to be, 
tified by the signatures of your commissioners. That | or subject to such regulations or locks as they in their 
on the 29th of August, when the river was very low, wisdom may thmk proper to establis '; and yet this is 
and when the survey was made, the breadth of the precisely what the legislature of New Jersey have un- 
stream on the east side of Yard’s Island, or the gravel dertaken to do. ; 
bar, was only twelve perches; but on the 26th of Sep- he circumstance of a lock being necessary in the 
tember, when the rise in the river was only about three | contemplated dam, is sufficient evidence of its interfer- 
feet, the breadth of the stream on the east side of the | Ing with the free navigation of that part of the river, 
island or grave! bar, was forty-four perches, and the | Pennsylvania should not suffer her citizens to be inter- 
island or bar itself was completely overflowed. Ac- rupted in the free navigation thereof, or to be subject to 
cording to the best estimation your commissioners could regulations, or restrictions, without being consulted as 
form, a rise of about two feet would overflow the island, | to their propriety or expediency. 1 he dimensions pe 
and the whole forty-four perches lying between that and | the lock, its adaptation to the uses intended, and the 
the bank of New Jersey as designated in the draft. penalties under which it should be attended and kept in 

On the 2d of October the undersigned addressed a | order, are subjects of to» much importance to be en- 
letter to the governor of New Jersey on the subject, in trusted to the exclusive legislation of New Jersey, even 
which (although not expressly authorized) they sug- | in a case where a dam and lock properly constructed 
gested such opinions, and made such inquiries, as they and regulated, might not be objectionable. yes os 
deemed necessary to a fair understanding of the respec- | | Your commissioners are of Se that ; e construc- 
tive pretensions or claims of the twy states individuaily tion of the agreement contended for by t . ROVEragts 
to interfere with the navigation of the river Delaware; | 2nd attempted to be carried into operation by the ree 
a copy of which letter and his excellency’s answer, are | lature of New Jersey, by the act in question, will, if sub- 
herewith transmitted. They will disclose to your ex- | Mitted to, be destructive of the free navigation of the 
cellency the different views of the governor of New | Tver Delaware, subversive of the agreement itself, and 
Jersey and your commissiuners, of the true construction | one of the most invaluable rights of Pennsylvania. 
of the compact made between the two states. When WILLIAM MITCHELL, 
his excellency’s letter was received, he had ceased to JOHN ROSS. 
be governor, and there was no opportunity left to your} January 16, 1816. 
commissioners of returning an answer; but it may not be | 
amiss now to observe, that in tide waters, wharves le- From the Mlinois Magazine. 
gally constructed ought not, perhaps, toextend beyond BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCIl OF MAJOR THOMAS 
low water mark, the boundary to which, it is believed, ’ | 
the soil was sold to individuals, and that,wharves erect- BIDDLE, 
ed in tide water always improve navigation; but in the LATE OF THE UNITED STATES’ ARMY,s 


stream, every encroachment from the shore into the) Qne of the proudest offices of literature, is to preserve 
river obstructs and impedes the ascension of it. the memory of patriotic deeds. The gallant soldier, 

To secure the free and uninterrupted navigation of | who risks life and limb in the service of his country, 
the river Delaware, the compact made between the two | cannot be compensated by any mercenary consideration. 


states must be so construed, and such is the true con-) A generous thirst for fame, is the high and pure motive, 
struction thereof, in the opinion of your commissioners, | which induces him to encounter sacrifices so great, pri- 


that each state, is thereby restrained from doing any act | vations so severe, and dangers so terrible, as those wh'ch 
on, or exercising any power over the river Delaware, | surround the path of military achievement; and it is 
without the concurrence of the other, unless done in} from the pen of the historian alone, that he can receive 
conformity to the reservations contained in the agree- | that reward, fur which he fought, and toiled, and suffer- 
ment. This construction, it is believed, has been recog-| ed. The marble erected by mourning relatives, or the 
nized by both states, in their concurrent acts of assem- | column raised by the wealth of a nation, are-alike frail; 
bly authorizing the building of bridges, regulating fish- | time will silently obliterate the inscription, and at last 
eries, prohibiting fish-baskets, and providing against the sweep away the monumentitself. But so long as the 
obstruction of the free navigation of the river. From memory ofa nation shall endure, the pages of her histo- 
this view of the subject, your commissioners are of opi- ry will be preserved; succeeding generations will de- 
nion that the contemplated dam, will be such an ob-| light to renew the monument, and deepen the inscrip- 
struction to the navigation and free use of the river De-| tion; and the names of heroes, patriots, and sages, be- 
laware, as to essentially violate and infringe the agree- | come as permanent as the glory of the country, which 
ment entered irto on the 26th day of April, 1783, be-| they have served and honoured. 
tween the commissioners of the two states respectively. It has become our duty on the present occasion, to 
The legislature of New Jersey, by the condition upon | render the tribute of justice, to the memory of one who 
which they authorize the erection of the contemplated | has served his country faithfully. Had we never known 
dam, impliedly, if not expressly, acknowledge the erec- | him, patriotism alone would have called us to the task; 
tion thereof will be an encroachment on, andan infringe- | and we hope that we shall not perform the office with 
ment of the agreement and the free navigation of the | less impartiality, when invited to it by along and unin- 
river—that condition is as follows: terrupted friendship, with the individual of whom we 
‘Upon condition that the said Daniel W. Coxe, Sam- | are about to speak, and an intimate personal knowledge 
uel Wright, jun. and Peter S. Smith, or the survivors | of his private life and public services. We were acquaint- 
or survivor of them, his or their heirs or assigns, shall | ed with Major Biddle from boyhood up to the last scene 
form, build, and complete a lock on the said dam where | of his life; we know him to have been brave, generous, 
it crosses that part of the river Delaware which rgns on | and high-minded—prompt, decisive, andeven daring in 
the east side of Yard’s Island aforesaid, of such size, di- | the performance of every public duty, punctual and 
mensions, and constructions, that Durham boats of the strictly honest in his private dealings, sincere in his 
largest burden, and other craft that have been accus- friendships, and modest in his deportment. However 
tomed to navigate that part of the said river Delaware, | therefore we may condemn the manner of his death— 
may pass up and through the same with ease and safety; | however we may deplore, in common with the commu- 


the = — to be not —— twenty feet wide,” nity at large, the influence of a most unhappy practice, 
Ox. &. 


rT 
OO 





aoe east 


Te 
ee 











122 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MAJOR THOMAS BIDDLE. [Aveus 





—— 





— 


which has so often deprived society of its brightest or- at first concealed them, began to disperse about nine 
naments, we may be permitted to speak of the lamented | o’clock, as they approached the shore, and unveiled 
Biddle, as a distinguished citizen, and a meritorious sol- | them to the enemy. The ascending vapours, gilded by 
dier of our country. the bright sun beams, floating above,—the lofty fleet and 

‘Thomas Biddle was born in Philadelphia, about the | bannered boats moving below, formed a scene at once 
year 1799, and wasthe son of Charles Biddle, Esq., a | imposing and beautiful. The enemy lay concealed im 
highly respectable citizen of that place; an active friend | the woods, sheltered behind the natural breast works of 
of nis country in the days of the revolution, and the in- | the bank, until Scott came within reach of his shot, and 
cumbent of several important offices, under the state of | then rising, poured into our advance corps, a severe 
Pennsylvania. Capt. Nicholas Biddle, (the brother of | fire. Undismayed by this reception, our troops, with- 
Charles,) was a distinguished naval officer in the revo- | out firing a gun, landed, and rushed up the bank. The 
lutionary war, and performed a series of gallant services, | unbroken line, and far superior numbers of the enemy, 
at a period when our navy was so insignificant in point | forced them to recoil. Two or three times, his guliant 
of force, and opposed to such overwhelming superiori- | little band ascended, with undiminished, but ineffectual 
ty, as to render it an act of daring, even to hoist our | valor, within the eight or ten minutes which intervened 
flag upon the ocean, and a triumph of skill to show it | between the commencement of the attack, and arrivat 
with impunity. Alluding to these facts, and to the ser- | of the first brigade. Reinforced by the latter, our ad- 
vices of Major Thomas Biddle, and of several of his bro- | vance rushed again to the charge, and drove the enemy, 
thers, they were spoken of recently, on the floor of the | who again formed at the village, under the protection 
senate of the United States, as ‘‘a family in which cou- | of a destructive fire from the fort; but they were again 
rage, patriotism, and talents, appear to be an inheri- | beaten, and retreated, after evacuating the fort. As 
tance.” If under any circumstances it is excusable, in | the flag of the fort was still flying, captain Hindman, of 
a republican government, to indulge the pride of family, | the artiliery, was detached, with his company to take 


itis when estimable and noble virtues are transmitted | possession of it. A few officers preceded him. As they 


from one generation to another, and faithfully devoted | approached, a magazine exploded. The remembrance 
to the public good. 


| of York made them pause; but entering immediately af- 
The object of this notice was educated at the Univer- | ter, they cut down the flag staff, and the flag sunk 


sity of Pennsylvania, where he became well grounded in | among the ruins. At this momenta blazing portfire was 
the rudiments of those sciences, which were usually | seen protruded from a magazine of powder, which in 
taught at thattime. Whether he was graduated, we do | another instant, would have exploded, and destroyed 
not recollect, nor is it important. His aspirations were | many lives. Captain Hindman deliberately withdrew 
not for scholastic honours; nor was his disposition, in | the burning match and thus prevented the catastrophe. 
youth, of that kind which tamely submits to the labo- | On an occasion where all who were engaged were thus 
rious drudgery, and arduous restraints of college disci- | signally distinguished, it is enough to say of captain Bid- 


pline. His ambition was for active life, and perilous ad- | dle tha‘ he did his duty, and earned the approbation of 
venture. He longed for that kind of distinction which | his commander. 


is to be earned by courage, and jeopardy of life. His | In the action of Stony Creek, which followed shortly 


own wishes were directed to a sea-faring life, and if we | after, captain Biddle again fought under the command 
are not mistaken, he made one voyage inthe merchant | of the gallant Scott, and was among those whose good 
service, in which he endured much hardship; and was | conduct was noticed by the commanding general. Thus 
probably induced to yield his own predilections, in de- | in his first campaign; he had the fortune to be conspi- 
ference to the intentions of his father, who had destined | cuously engaged, and to deserve on each occasion the 
him to the mercantile bus:ness. | notice of his country. 

The war with Great Britain, which broke out in 1812, At the close of this camnaign, the several artillery 
offered him the opportunity he had so anxiously desired, | companies under the command of colonel Scott, being 
and opened for him that career, which best suited his | much reduced in number, were consolidated, and the 
genius; and on the 6th of July, of that year, he was ap- | supernumerary officers ordered to the interior. Captain 
pointed a captain in the 2d regiment of artillery, com- | Biddle was sentto Philadelphia, where he assumed the 
manded ‘by colonel, (afterwards general,) Izard, of command of fort Mifflin, then garrisoned by a company 
which Winfield Scott, who became subsequently so emi- ; of infantry, and a detachment of about 200 recruits be- 
nently distinguished, was lieutenent colonel. Izard was | longing to the artillery. During this winter the three 


soon promoted, and Scott became colonel. Captain | regiments of artillery were consolidated into one body, 
Biddle was placed immediately on the recruiting ser-| calledthe ‘‘corpsofartillery,” and colonel Scott became 
vice, and after completing his company, proceeded to | 


a brigadier general. The gallant Hindman whom we 
the frontier. The first scene of active hostilities in which | have mentioned, was promoted to a majority, in the 
he was engaged, was at the reduction of Fort George. | corps. 

The preparations for this purpose were completed, and} _In the spring of 1814, captain Biddle, at his own soli- 
the troops collectea in the neighbourhooi of fort Nia- | citation, was ordered to select from the recruits at fort 
gara, about the middle of May, 1813. These two forts | Mifflin, one subaltern and ninety men, and to proceed 
being nearly oppos'te to each other, and separated only | to Sacketts Harbour, He was labouring at this time un- 
by the Niagara river, the final attack was preceded, by | der an ague, contracted on the frontier during the pre- 
a destructive firing of artillery, between the batteries | ceding autumn, and which had afflicted him throughout 
on either side, in which the Americans had the decided | the winter. He proceeded, however, to obey his orders. 
advantage. In the course of one night our artiilery, un- | Selecting his company from a large body of new re- 
der the direction of the veteran colonel Porter, assisted | cruits, enlisted chiefly in the mountainous parts of Penn- 
by Major Totten, of the engineers, and captain Archer, | sylvania, he was enabled to pick a body of young, heal- 
of the artillery, poured red hot shot into the enemy’s | thy, hardy men, such as an enterprizing officer 
combustible works, with such skill, that before morning | might be proud to command. He proceeded from fort 
they were a levelled mass of smoking ruins. ‘The as- | Mifflin to Trenton by water conveyance, marched thence 
sault was made on the morning of the 27thof May. We | to Brunswick, and embarked in shallops for Albany. 
cannot in this place give a detailed account of this bril- | While in the boats, he was confined to his bed by sick- 
liant affair. Captain Biddle, whose company acted as | ness, and at Albany the company left him, too weak to 
infantry, was in the advance, led by Scott. The main | march. He followed in the stage and overtook the com- 
body of the army was divided into three brigades, the | pany at Utica, where he met major Hindman, who de- 
first led by Boyd, the second by Winder, and the third | lighted to encounter his gallant friend at the head of a 
by Chandler. ‘The troops were landed from our fleet, | fine company,changed his destination to,Buffalo. Captain 
upon the lake shore above the fort. A heavy fog, which | Biddle was again left sick at Utica, but again followed, 
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and joined his company within a few miles of Buffalo, | manding general, in general orders. Within an hour 
and marched to the head quarters at that place. Such after this affair, the enemy appeared on the plain, and 
were his persevering efforts, in the performance of duty, | the battle of Chippewa was fought, in which general 
o: the pursuit of time. | Scott, with his own brigade, in the broad face of day, 
Buffalo was thena heap of ruins. The village had on open ground, triumphantly beat a superior force of 
been burned by the British the preceding winter; and the enemy. One piece of artillery, from Biddle’s com- 
but one house was standing, on the spot which is now | pany, under the command of his only subaltern, was in 
occupied by one of the most flourishing towns in New | this action; captain Biddle himself was with the reserve. 
York. If any thing had been wanting to stimulate the | Onthe following day an affair took place, which we 
ardour of our troops, it might have been found here, in | think has never been publicly noticed. VYhe enem 
the heaps of ashes, the solitary chimnies, the black and | having retreated into their works, after the battle of 
wide spread desolation, and the houseless families, who | Chippewa, arrangements were made to throw a bridge 
sometimes wandered back to their desecrated hearths. | Across the creek, which separated the fort from our 
The army now assembled, was composed of choice ma- | camp. The spot selected by general Brown was about 
terials. The generals, Brown, Scott, and Ripley, of the |two miles above the fort. The enemy, aware of 
‘army, and Porter of the volunteers, were all in the vigor | his intention, threw up a concealed battery in the 
of life, had distinguished themselves in inferior grades, | edge of the woods, on the opposite shore. Major Hind- 
and been recently promoted to their present stations. | man formed his battery of field pieces, in an“open field, 


The regiments and battalions were well commanded. 
Colonels Miller and Brady were excellent officers. The 
majors were young men, most of whom had been dis- 
tinguished as captains, and were still full of the fire and 
vigor of youth; such were Jessup, Leavenworth, McNeil, 
and Hindman. The battalion of artillery commanded 
‘by major Hindman, consisted of four companies, com- 
manded by captains Towson, Biddle, Richie, and Wil- 
liams, each company having three pieces of brass field 
ordnance, and equipped for service as light artillery. 
The time allowed for the disciplining of this army, 
would be thought insufficient by military men; but it 
was well spent; and the event showed that where the 
officers are skilful and efficient,but little time is required 
to turn brave citizens into soldiers. Every hour was de- 


near the water. A few rods above, the infantry were 
actively employed in building the bridge. The artille- 
| ry, on either side, opened their fires on each_other, at a 
distance near enough to use cannister shot with effect. 
The engagement continued for near an hour with great 
spirit, when the British were driven from the ground, 
leaving one of their cannon, and some dead. There was 
no loss of any consequence on our side. No officer con- 
tributed more to the successful result of this brilliant af- 
| fair, than captain Biddle. ‘The bridge was built; the 
enemy evacuated their fort, and retreated hastily to fort 
George. 
We pass over the details of this active campaign, 
| which would of themselves, furnish interesting materials 
fora volume. After the battle, the British destroyed 


voted to the drill or other duties, and the sentiment | their fort at Chippewa, and retreated to fort George, 


soon became general throughout this little army, that 
it was competent to meet its own numbers on any field. 

The army, about three thousand strong, crossed the 
Niagara river, at Black Rock, on the 3d of July, 1814, 
before daylight inthe morning. A battalion of infantry, 


pursued by general Brown. The arrival of large rein- 
forcements under lieutenant general Drummond, forced 
the American army to retreat in turn; and on their arri- 
val at the falls of Niagara, another engagement took 
place, the battle of Bridgewater, probably the most 


under major Jessup, and captain Biddle’s company of | bloody which has ever been fought on th’s continent. 
artillery, were detached to reduce fort Erie, which was | ‘This action commenced before sunset, and lasted until 


then a small, but strong work, mounting three guns. 
These troops moved forward with alacrity. Jessup 
had formed his men in the edge of the wood within 
musket shot of the fort; Biddle had displayed his bat- 
tery within the same distance, and in sight of the work, 
when the flag was struck, and the garrison surren- 
dered. Captain Biddle was ordered to take possession 
of the fort, and occupied it during the ensuing night. 
The next day, July 4th, was spent in marching to 
Chippewa. Here the army was encamped ona beauti- 
ful plain, which had been embellished with fine farms, 
but the latter nomen been deserted at the approach of 
our troops, and the fences torn down, the whole ground 
‘was open. Bi:idle’s company of artillery, occupied an 
angle of the encampment, which projected towards the 
woods, on the opposite side from the river. It wasa 
point from which an attack might be apprehended, and 
a picket guard was stationed in the woods, in this direc- 
tion, on a path leading towards the camp. On the 
morning of the 5th, about 10 o’clock, an alarm was 
heard in that direction, several muskets were fired, and 
then two or three individuals were see: emerging from 
the wood, and running towards the camp. Biddle sprung 
on his horse,and gallopped forward—several officers of 
the general’s staff hastened to the sume spot, but Bid- 
dle’s position being the nearest to the point of alarm, 
and the other officers having started from the opposite 
side of the camp, the former reached the fugitives first, 
and finding that they belonged to the picket which had 
been attacked, he sternly ordered them back to their 
ost. The men instantly rallied, the whole picket was 
collected, formed, and le? back by captain Biddle, as- 
sisted by the officer commanding the guard, who, how- 
ever much appearances were against him, had really dis- 
played no want ofcourage. For his conduct on this oc- 
casion, captain Biddle was complimented by the com- 


after midnight, the whole of which time was occupied 
with a succession of the must desperate onsets,in most of 
which the Americans were the assailants. ‘the artille- 
ry bore a noble part in this battle. Three companies 
were engaged; those of Towson, Biddle, and Richie. 
Posted in different parts of the field, separate from each 
other, unable to follow the frequent and rapid moves 
ments of the line, and often unable to distinguish friend 
from foe,they were frequently placed in perplexing cir- 
cumstances, and sometimes exposed to capture. Hind- 
man dashed from one company to another, his horse 
reeking with blood. Towson’s vetaern company, so of- 
ten distinguished, was now dreadfully mangled. The 
gallant Richie fell, literally covered with wounds. Bid. 
dle’s company suffered considerable loss, and he was 
wounded in the neck by a musket ball. Two incidents 
which occurred, will show the confusion occasioned by 
the darkness of the night, and attest the coolness of 
captain Biddle. He was at onetime, stationed in aroad 
which was raked by his pieces. The enemy had been 
pressed from the ground they had at first occupied, and 
as our line advanced, Biddle changed his position from 
time to time, advancing with them, and Keeping up a 
heavy fire along the road, or on either side of it, as oc- 
casion required. Suddenly, several battalions changed 
position, and a corps of ourown army was interposed 
between Biddle’s battery, and the enemy. ‘The firing 
ceased on both sides. The black volumes of smoke 
settled down, and thick darkness succeeded. The 
heavy tramp of men and horses, was heard on every side. 
Bodies of troops were moving rapidly in different di- 
rections, but whether friend or fue, could not be dis- 
tinguished. To remain thus situated, was to be expos- 
|ed momently to be captured, or cut to pieces: to move 
| was impossible. Silence and vigilance alone remained. 
| The men exhausted with several hours severe duty, sat 
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down at their posts, the officers leaned up- 


on the pieces, all listening, all ready for in-| Wares occuRnED IN PRIVATE PRACTICE, AS REPORTED TO THE 


stant action. Suddenly a party of horse 
came slowly and cautiously down the road 
im the rear. 
other, until they were in contact; it was too 
late to wheel about the pieces, and the un- 
armed artillerists, having no other means of 


defence, were at the mercy of the captors, | ————|—— . 
had they proved such. It was a party of | Aug 11/Shippen, above 7th, Moyamensing |17 


British dragoons, led by a serjeant. Taking 
our artillery for a company of their own 
army, which he had probably left at the } 
same spot, he asked for the captain. ‘‘Here,”’ 
said Biddle; “I have a wagon in charge,” 
replied the other, ‘* the army seems to have 
retreated and left me in the rear, I know 
not what to do with it.” 
me,” said Biddle, *‘ and return to yoar com- 
pany.” ‘Yes sir, thank you sir,” said the 
serjeant, and passing round the guns, en- 
tered the road at their muzzles, and rode 
off, but not without receiving a volley of 
grape, which changed his walk to a canter. 
At another time the firing had ceased, again 
all was darkness, and again both lines 
seemed to be changing position. The tread 
ofa heavy column was heard advancing 
along the road in front of Biddle’s pieces. 
It was probably the enemy; it might be one 
of our own battalions. Captain Biddle or- 
dered a subaltern to ascertain the fact. The 
Jatter rode forward, met the column so near 
as to be challenged, ascertained that it was 
British, and retreated. Biddle opened a; 
heavy fire of grape, upon the column, which 
was so well seconded by a portion of the 
line, that the enemy fell back. During the 
whole of this engagement, captain Biddle 
displayed adegree of courage, activity, and 
presence of mind which won for him the re- 
spect of his companions, and the approba- 
tion of his superiors. When about toretire 
from the field, after the battle, discovering 
that a number of brass pieces of artillery, 
which had been captured from the enemy, 
in the brilliant charge madefby colonel Mil- 
ler, were about to be abandoned, for want 
of means to remove them, he remarked to 
an officer of his company, that he would 
shave one of them as a trophy, and the lat- 
ter, accordingly, by his direction, brought 
off a beautiful six- pounder, lashed behind 
his own piece. - The identical piece is 
new, we believe, preserved at Washington, 
bearing an appropriate inscription, and it is 
— the only trophy of that hard 
ht battle. 

After this engagement the army retired to 
fort Erie, which was, as we have stated, a 
small fortress, mounting but three guns, 
and not capable of containing more than one 
company. It was now included in the de- 
tences of an extensive line of works, which 
were thrown up for the protection of our 
shattered army. The erection of these 
works was an herculean labor. Our gallant 
army was reduced to a mere handful, worn | 
down with fatigue, and afflicted with sick- | 
ness. Drummond, with a numerous and 
well appointed army, sat down before the 
intrenchments, but seemed unwilling to risk 
another battle. Our troops labored upon 
the works day and night. At last, when the 
defences were nearly complete, general 
Drummond, who might probably have suc- 
ceeded at an earlier period in capturing 


Neither party discovered the | 


Date. 


‘*Leave it with | Aug12|No. 52, Mary street, city 





















CHOLERA IN PHILADELPHIA 


CASES OF CHOLERA 


Boarp or HEALTH, 


(Continued from page 112.) 


Residence. 











Corn. Catherine & Swanson, Southw. 
Fifth, bel. do do 
Catherine, above 4th, do 


Fourth, above Carpenter, Southw. 
St. John’s, above Poplar lane, N.L. 
Laurel, below Budd, 


Arch, above 5th, do 

Spruce, above 3d, co 

llth, bet. Spruce and Pine, city 

Shippen, bet. 15th & Broad, Moya. 
do do 


South, above 13th, do 
Race st. near Schuyl.7th, city 
Schuyl. 8th, near Cherry, do 
Broad street, near Arch, do 
Race, bet. Schuyl. 7th and 8th, do 
Corn. of Arch and Schuyl. 8th, do 


Almond street, Southwark 
do do do 
Shippen, do 
Corner of Penn & South,do 
Second, below Pine, city, 
Ann, below 13th, Moya. 
Mechanic’s court, N. L. 
Fourth, below Shippen, Southw. 
Vine, above Broad, city 
Corner Pearl and Race, city 
Passyunk road, Moyamensin 


Fifth, below Catherine, Southwark 

Second, below do do 
do do Christian do 

Queen, below Front, do 

Juniper, above Chesnut, city 

Fifth, above German, Southwark 

Queen, near Wood, Kensington, 


Spruce, on Schuylkill, do 


Ninth, below Christian, do 
South, below 11th, do 
Eleventh, above Lombard, do 
Lombard, below 11th, city 
St. Mary, above 7th, do 


Providence court, do 
North street, do 
James street, Penn Township, 


No, 4, Callowhill, do 

8, do do 
Beach, above Poplar lane, Kens. 
Corner of Callowhill and 4th, N. L. 
St. John, above Brown, N. L. 


\Lombard, hear 7th, city 


Noble, near Front, N. Liberties 
Small, above 6th, Moyamensing 
2 Passyunk, do 


162, |.ombard, city 

Juniper, below Chesnut, city 
10 Elizabeth street, do 

Lombard, near 3d, do 









‘Corn. of Callowhill & Sch. Front, P. T. 


Lebanon and Fitzwater, Moyamens. 


46| 1 


Sixth, bet. Chesnut and Market, city!39 


Schuyl. 6th, bet. Ches. & Mark, city|22) 1 


46/ 1 


27| 1 


Third, above Beaver, N, Liberties 42) 1 


52) 1 
45) 1 
30} 1 

1 





49/1 
Middle alley, bet. 6th and 7th, city | 5 
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Date. Residence. g s E 
vu 
<i he 
Aug 12 Charlotte, above Master, Kensingt’n'23 1 
On Germantown road, do 27\ 1 
do ° do 8} 1 
Schuylkill 7th and Wood, P. T. 19 1 
Penn street, Southwark, SZ 1 


Aug 13|Frankford road, opposite W. Kens. |54 


CHOLERA CASES CONTINUED. 














Buck’s court, 11 near Pine, city 
Shippen, bet. 13th & Broad, Moya. 
South, above 12th 

Buck’s court, 11th near Pine, city | 2 
German, below 4th, 0 
Beck’s alley, Southwark \26 
Chew’s cuurt, do 
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Sollins’s alley, Southwark 35) 1 

Sixth, below Shippen, 30 
hristian, above <d 35 

Wharton street, Southwark “5 


German, above 3d 
Lombard, above 7th 30 
South Fifth 35 
Atherton street, Southwark 28 
Plumb street 35 


pt at bet 


Corner Schuyl, 8thand Hamilton (53 
do do 13 
Fairview street, P. T. 3 


Marine barracks, Southwark 24 
Sou h, near Broad, Moyamensing [18 
Currant alley, near Spruce, city 8U 
Tenth, above Walnut, do 3 
ck of 23 Union street, do 
Beach street, Kensin;ton 35 
Callowhill, N. Liberties 

Schuylkill 8th, near Cherry, city 

do do 


do 
rch, near Schuylkill 8th do sv 
Bet. 13th&Juniper, &Cher.& B’d,city 12 
Fourth, above Arch, do 


Fifth, below German, do 
hippen, near 6th, Moyamensing 
Passyunk road, Southwark 
Third, below South, co 
M’Ginnis’s court, do 


103 North ‘third, city : 
13th, above Fitzwater, Moyamensin 
Branch street, city 

Schuylkill 8th, above Race, city 
Zane, below 8th, do 
Shippen, bet. 3d and 4th, Southw. 
Pheenix street, N. L. 

Master street, Kensington 

or. St. John’s and Germ. rd. Kens. |25 


1 
1 
1! 





261 North Front, N. L. 
White Row, 'P. T. 
do do 
Corn. Kunkle and Callowhill, N. L. 


== 


—_ sa 


1 Swanson street, Southwark 
Fifth, near Carpenter, do 
Penn, below Pine, city 
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Result 





dead. 


dead. 
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| our feeble and exhausted garrison, made 


| the memoriable assault of the 15th Septem- 
| ber. ‘lhe details of the events of that glo- 
rious night are before the public. The Bri- 
tish troops, infuriated, a8 is supposed, by a 


— | double ration of rum, rushed to the attack, 


with the dreadful cry of ‘‘no quarters!” 

And they were met with the spirit of men 
who neither asked, nor expected mercy. 
They were repulsed with dreadful slaugh- 
ter. -Here the battalion ofartillery lost two 
of its finest officers, captain Williams, and 
lieutenant McDonough, who were slain. 
Captain Biddle distinguished himself on 
this occasion, by removing a howitzer from 
his battery, and placing it in a position to 
rake the ditch, which was crowded with the 
enemy, at great personal hazard. He was 
again honourably mentioned in general or- 
ders. 

The whole of this siege, but particularly 
that part of it which occurred after the as- 
sault, was calculated to try the firmness of 
our army tothe utmost. ‘I he enemy’s works 
were advanced so near as to throw round 
shot and shells into the fort; and during the 
latter part of the siege their batteries play- 
ed upon the garrison incessuntly. For more 
than six weeks there was scarcely an hour 
in the day or night in which bombs and 
shrapnell shells were not bursting in the air, 
and cannon balls sweeping through the area 

| of the fort; not a day or night in which a 
number were notkil.ed. Nor was any spot 
secure; general Gaines was wounded by the 
bursting of a bomb-shell, as he sat writing 
in his own quarters. The troops were all 
in tents; the one occupied by captain Bid- 
jdle and his lieutenant, was destroyed by 
piecemeal during the siege, being torn in 
nearly twenty places, at different times, by 
| fragments of shells and other missiles. One 
of these, a fragment of more than a pound 
weight, pierced entirely through the mat- 
tress on which those gentlemen were sitting. 
Biddle himself was struck down on one oc- 
casion by a small fragrent of a shell, which 
| fell perpendicularly on his shoulder, pierc- 
| ed through the strap of the epaulet, and 
| penetrated to the bone; on another, a sol- 
on who stood at the opening of the tent, 
| had his head completely crushed, while the 
brains were thrown upon a dish, which 
| the captain’s servant was about to place 
_on the table. Unfortunately for the gar- 
|rison, the season was remarkably rainy. 
| The fort was situated on a level plain, on 
ithe margin of the lake; the heavy rains 
pouring continually upon it, and the tread- 
ing of so many men, reduced the whole 
ground to one great mud puddle. The ser- 
vice itself was severe. ‘he artillery espe- 
cially were ordered to sleep in their clothes 
and accoutrements, and to man the guns at 
every alarm. These occurred, not only 
every day and night, but often, every hour. 
The real alarms were numerous; the false 
alarms, occasioned by the mistake or inad- 
vertence of the sentinels, or the acciden‘al 
firing of guns in the woods, were still more 
frequent. In everv such instance the artil- 
lery paraded at the guns, remained perhaps 
long enough to be thoroughly drenched 
with the rain, then returned to their tents, 
to sleep for an hour in their wet clothes, 
and be again called on forduty. The rains 
were so incessant, that the tents and the 
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ground under them, the baggage and the 
men’s clothes, became thoroughly wet, so 
that at times, neither officers nor meu had 
a dry change of clothes. The supply of 
provisions became scanty. Although a com- 
munication was kept open with Buffalo, 
across the lake, yet this was often rendered 
difficult by stormy weather, when the boats 
could not pass, and was hazardous at all 
times, from the fact that [the boats were 
obliged to pass, for a short distance, within 
point blank shot of the enemy’s batteries. 
Most of the officers were, besides, totally 
destitute of money; and they lived, in gene- 
ral, like the privates, upon their rations of 
meat and bread. Sickness began to pre- 
vail to an alarming degree; and even those 
who remained on duty, were enfeebled and 
worn down by fatigue and exposure. Add 
to this the continual exposure of ghastly 
corpses, the dreadful groans and excruciat- 
ing pains of the sick, the wounded, and the 
dying; the sick destitute of every comfort, 
and the dying of every consolation; and it 
will be seen that this little army endured 
a complication of dangers and sufferings, 
which can scarcely be realized by any who 
have not had the same experience. We 
have been thus particular, because such 
trials afford the severest test of the soldier’s 
courage and sense of duty. It is true, that 
the brightest laurels are won upon the field 
of battle; because the achievements of the 
field are presented most vividly to the pub- 
lic eye. But it should be remembered, that 
the most desperate battle is but brief in its 
continuance, and that the warrior is borne 
through it by proud feelings, and stimulat- 
ing circumstances, which render it easy to 
be brave. He earns his laurels nobly, and 
deserves them. But on an occasion like 
that which we have attempted to describe, 
when all the dangers of the battle continu- 
ed for weeks; when hunger, sickness, and 
exposure, add their terrors; when every 
day shows some friend mitiluted or slain; 
when none of the stirring incidents, or gau- | 





dy scenes of the battle field are presented to 
the eye or the heart—it is then that patriot- 
ism becomes a deliberate principle, and / 
courage is seen as the noble result of en- 
lightened reason. It was under such cir- 
cumstances, that the friend whose loss we 
deplore, aud whose memory we honour, 
showed himself worthy of his country and 
his name. His fortitude was equal to every 
exigency, his vigilance was unceasing, his 
performance of all his duties exact and 
punctual, his affectionate care and kindness 
towards those under his command, gene- 
rous and unremitting. It was then that he 
shone as the feeling man, the high minded 
patriot, and the thorough soldier. 

The sortie from fort Erie, one of the 
best planned, and most brilliantly executed 
exploits of that war, closed the active ope- 
rations of this campaign. The enemy were 
surprised in their intrenchments in open 
day, beaten with great loss, and soon after 
raised the siege, and retreated; leaving 
General Brown master of the seat of war, 
and viclor at the close of a campaign which 
has not been exceeded in this country, 
either in duration, inthe number or severi- 
ty of its conflicts, or the brilliancy of its re- 
sults. 

The campaign being thus honorably end- 


Date. 





Aug 15/Plumb, near Fifth, Southwark 


CHOLERA CASES CONTINUED. 


Residence. 





Cee etiam 





Atkinson court, city 

do. do. 

do. do. 
Corner of Hurst and Lombard, city 
Gamphor court, Southwark 
Bedford, near Eighth, Moy. 

2 Coates alley, city 

Hopkin’s court, Kensington 
Market above Schuylkill 6th, city [26 
White’s alley, below Shippen, Moy|33 
Shippen’s lane, below do. ° 
South Seventh, city 
Schuylkill Seventh and Wood, P. T./26 
No. 1 Hurst street, city 
No. 16 do. do. 
Shippen, above Fourth, Southwk. 
Prince, above Hanover, Kensington/34 







Hurst, near Cedar, city 

Steel’s court, do. 

Shippen, above Seventh, Moy. 
Back of 202 Shippen, do. 
Freytag’s alley, do. 
Shippen, near Eighth, _— do. 
Jones’s alley, near Seventh, Moy 
Stranagun court, do. 
Spafford street, do. 
New Market below Callowhill, N. L./56 
151 Lombard street, city 

George, above Second, N. L. 
Corner of Duke and Hanover, Kets 


James street, below Tenth, P..T. 
Back of 110 Cherry street, city 


Beach, below Maiden, Kens 45 
West Philadelphia 28 
do. 3 
Shippen, above Tenth, Moy 43 
do. between 3dand 4th, Moy |35 
















Providence court, city 
Vine, above Twelfth, P. T. 
do. do. do, 
Prosperous alley, city 

Ann street, N. L. 


Fourth, below Spruce, city 
Fourth, above Walnut, do. 
South, near Third do. 
Little Pine, near Sixth, do. 
ones’s alley, near South, Moy. 


North Ninth street, city 
Coates, above Seventh, P. T. — - 
George, bet. 2d and John, Kens. . 
Wood, below Thirteenth, P. T. 
South, near Schuylkill, Passyunk [34 
Jones alley bet. Schuylkill 5th & 6th}22 
do. do. 4th & 5th/S4 
Willow court, N. L. 
21 Shippen street, Moyamensing 
55 Bedford street, 
Back of do. near 8th, 
Cherry, near Sixth, city 
300 South Sixth, do. 
Carpenter, below Sixth, Southwk [26 
Linnard’s, below Carpenter, do. 1 
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Date. Residence. 





Aug 14 Mary, below Second, Southwark {12 





CHOLERA CASES CONTINUED. 











German, near Fourth, do. 
Front, below Spruce, city 
Union above Third, do 

















Sommers’s court, Southwark 4) 1 
Sixth, below Shippen, Moy. 30} 1 
Little Washington, Southwark 25) } 
Christian, above Front, do. 20) 1 
Marriott’s lane, bet 4th & Fifth, do|27 
Passyunk road, opp. Plumb, Moy. |41) 1 
ourt in Christian below 2d, Swk [32 1 
Shippen, below Second, do [45 1 


John, below Second, do (|s85 
Shippen, near Fourth, do | 6 


14 Oak street, do {85 
Fifth, above Queen, do ;10 
Spruce and Second, city '70 1 
Swanson, below Almond, Swk 27 
Shippen, bet. Front and 2d, do 35| 1 
Fifth, near Marriott’s lane, do 23 
Almond street. do 34| 1 
Cor. Schuylkill 3d and Barker, city |37| } 

do do do 

do do do |26} 1 

do do do |241 
Chesnut, near SchuylkillSd, do 
Duke street, Kensington 40, 1 
Beach street, do 

























Harmony court, Germant’n rd. Kens. 23} } 
Camac Row, do do |35 
Lombard, near Perry, city 
15\St. Mary’s, near Seventh, city 5 
Fifth, above German, Southwark | 3| 1 
S. W. corner Ohio and Quince, c'ty 45) 1 
143 Cherry street, o |35| 1 
19th bet. Locustand Spruce, do 75 
Back of 13th, near Cherry, do {23 
West Philadelphia 80 
Ninth, below South, Moy 1 
Drawbridge wharf, city 
Sixth, above Shippen, Moy 1 
Fifth, below Christian, Southwark [38 
Federal street, above 2d, do 
Fourth, below Christian, do 28 
do do do 35 
Shippen street, Moy 36\ 1 
Passyunk, Southwark 10| 1 
Market,bet. Schuylkill 4th & 5th, city 
Cherry, sbove Queen, Kensington (28 
Palmer street, above Quince, Kens |37 
Mercer, below Locust, city 26 
Back of Queen, below Third, Swk | 5 
9 South Fifth, city 45| 1 
St. Mary’salley, near Hurst, city (55) 1 
Prince, near Hanover, Kensington |40| 1 
do do ' do 65| 1 
Wood, below Thirteenth, P. T. 18 
Schuylkill 8th,bet. Race & Vine,city|30| 1 


Wood, above Twelfth, P T. 50 


Rusbhill, P. T. 
do do 
Twelfth, near Vine, P. T. 


Corner of Ninth and Bonsall, city 
welfth, below Lombard, do 
Little Ouk above 12 foot alley, Moy 
Dyott’s Row, Kensington 
Hanover street, do 
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1| \dead 
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1} |dead 
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1| living 
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1, |dead 
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1} 1; {dead 
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1} 1 
1} 1} |dead 
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1 do 
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1 dead. 
1 
1 
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1 do 
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ed, General Brown evacuated fort Erie, in 
the month of October. The artillery re- 
mained at the batteries, until the main body 
of the army had embarked. The gallant 
Hindman, who had been among the first to 
landupon the enemy’s shore, was the last, 
or among the last, to leave it. To him was 
committed the charge of destroying the 
works. The most important of the batte- 
ries had been undermined, the matches 
were lighted as the artillery boats” shoved 
from the shore, and shortly after, as the 
boats rode gaily over the waves of Erie, the 
ascending columns of smoke, bearing up 
huge masses of rock a:d timber, and the 
heavy explosions, following each‘other in 
irregular succession, announced that the in- 
vader had retired, and that the toils‘of war 
had ended for a season. 

Captain Biddle was brevetted for his gal- 
lant services during his campaign, as were 
also major Hindman, captain Towson, and 
most of the subalterns of artillery. Of fif- 
teen officers who composed this battalion at 
the commencement of the campaign, three 
were killed in action, and one taken prison- 
er; the rest were all wounded, jit is be- 
lieved, except three. The proportion of 
loss and injury; among the‘men, was still 

ater. 

- At the reduction of the army, which took 
place in the spring of 1815, shortly after 
the restoration of peace, major Biddle was 
retained in service as a captain of artillery, 
and was placed in the command of Fort 
Mifflin, which post he retained, and filled 
with his usual efhciency, until about the 
close of the year 1819, when he received 
the appointment of paymaster, and was or- 
dered to St. Louis, where he arrived early 
in the spring of 1820. For the faithful 
discharge of this office, major Biddle was 
eminently qualified. He was a prudent 
man in regard to pecuniary matters—strict- 
ly temperate, punctual, accurate, and hono- 
\ vable in his dealings. The government has 
never employed a safer, a more honest, or a 
more correct disbursing officer. 

When major Long set out from Pitts- 

buagh in 1819, on his exploring expedition 
| to the Rocky Mountains, major Biddle was 

one of those who offered their services to 
to the government for this attractive, 
though dangerous enterprise. The follow- 
ing extract from the order issued on that 
occasion, will show the station in which he 
was to act:—‘‘The journal of the expedi- 
tion will be kept by major Biddle, whose 
duty it will be to record all transactions of 
the party that concern the object of the 
expedition, to describe the manners, cus- 
toms, &c. of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try through which we may pass; to trace 
in a compendious manner the hi-tory of 
the towns, villages and tribes of Indians we 
may visit; to review the writings of other 
travellers, and compare their statements 
with our own observations; and in general 
to record whatever may be of interest to 
the community in a civil point of view,” 

&c. This assignment of duty evinces a con- 

fidence in the capacity of major Biddle, 

and in his literary acquirements, which 
shows that he had acquired a standing 
| among his military companions above that 

\of the mere soldier. He left St. Louis with 
'the party, and remained withiit, until it halt- 

ed for winter quarters, near Council Bluffs. 
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Shortly after Major Biddle settled at St. Louis, ee ee ee eee a 
was meted to Miss Mulanphy,an intelligent and highly SUMMARY REPORT. ; 
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accomplished woman, who survives to deplore his un- 

timely death. He was a man who left strong impres- 
sions of attachment on the minds of those with whom he 
was familiar. To the world he was distant and reserv- 
ed, rather shrinking from, than seeking an intercourse 
with strangers. He never courted popular applause, 
but pursued the dictates of his own judgment, with 
fearless independence. He had much of that freshness 
and originality of character, and promptness of deci- 
sion, which marks a man of strong intellect, who relies 
upon the resources of his own mind, and acts for him- 
self. In his own house he was liberal, frank, and hos- 
pitable; a devoted husband; kind and generous in his 
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domestic relations. His intimate acquaintances bear 
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ample testimony to the warmth and fidelity of his 
friendship. He was an intelligent man, and had de- 
voted much time to the improvement of his mind and 
taste; and he was an enterprising citizen. By his in- 


7 and prudence he had amassed a large fortune, 
he is said to have left to his amiable wife, 
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